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that opposed it, ought to be restrained to particular persons.
But that it is chiefly, if not solely, intended to be applied
to those who have refused to answer the questions of the
committee, I believe every lord in this house is fully con-
vinced; it was, however, necessary to draw it up in ge-
neral terms, lest other artifices might have been employed,
and lest, by pointing out particular persons, opportunity
might have been given to deprive the publick of their evi-
dence, by prevailing upon them to withdraw,

The bill was justly styled, by a noble lord, a bill to pre-
vent an inquiry from being impossible. The difficulty of
inquiries for the publick is well known; and the difficulty
arises chiefly from the inability of the people to reward
their advocates, or their evidence. The state of the court,
my lords, is very different; the crown can not only pardon,
but advance those that have, on any occasion, promoted its
interest; and I hope it will not be too much power to be
for once granted to the people, if they are empowered to
throw a simple indemnification into the balance, and try
whether with the slight addition of truth, and reason, and
justice, it will be able to weigh down titles, and wealth,
and power.

It has been urged, that there is danger lest this bill
should become a precedent. I hope, my lords, the same
occasion will not often happen; and whenever it shall
hereafter occur, the precedent of passing the bill will be
much less dangerous than that of rejecting it.

I hope it is not necessary to say more on this occasion;
yet I cannot forbear to remind some lords of the fatal con-
sequences which at critical conjunctures they have often
dreaded, or appeared to dread, from a disagreement of
this house with the commons. At this time, in which the
nation is engaged in warr wheti the whole continent is
one general scene of discord and confusion; when the
wisest counsels, the' firmest unanimity, and the mos't vi-
gorous measures are apparently necessary, it might not
be improper to reflect, how unseasonably we shall irritate
the commons by rejecting this bill, and how justly we shall
exasperate the people, by showing them that their corn-
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